
VOLUME 5, NO. 6

JUNE 2020

UPCOMING PROGRAMS

JUNE 4 – SURVIVE AND REBUILD: LOCAL BUSINESSES
DEALING WITH THE PANDEMIC.

A panel of small business owners and operators will
discuss how the survived the “stay home, stay safe”
period and are reemerging.

JUNE 18 – MEET THE CITYMANAGER: NANCYNEWTON

Springfield’s new City Manager, Nancy Newton, started
work on April 20 in the middle of a pandemic. How she
has hit the ground running and what is her vision for
Springfield’s local government.

PUBLIC CALENDAR

All items are tentative and subject to change. For
current information, click on the agency name which

will redirect you to the appropriate web site.

Many boards continue to meet online as the
County merges. Please see the guide on page x for

information on how to connect.

City of Springfield Council
225 Fifth Street
Springfield, OR 97477
(541)726-3700

June 1, 2020
Work session 5:30 p.m.

Main Street Safety Project
Regular Session 7:00 p.m.

Professional Credit Service Contract
Council Operating Policies

June 8, 2020
Work Session 5:30 p.m.

SP Bargaining
Budget Discussion

June 15, 2020
Work Session 6:00 p.m.

City Manger Performance Goals
Floodplain Overlay District and Maps

Regular Session 7:00 p.m.
PH: Supplemental Budget 3
PH: Budget Adoption
PH: Shared Revenue
PH: Animal Control Update (First Reading)

June 22, 2020
Work Session 5:00 p.m.

Library Partnership[ with Head start
Fire and Life Safety Levy

June 29, 2020 NO MEETING

STAYING SAFE AND STAYINGHEALTHY

With good leadership and mindful citizens, Lane
County has largely managed to escape massive
numbers of COVID-19 infections and deaths. As of
this writing, Lane County reports 67 cases of COVID-
19 with two of those cases resulting in death. Testing
for an active case of the virus is now widely available
in Oregon and so far, over 9,800 citizens of Lane
County have been tested. For those who suspect they
may have been exposed, they are now able to request a
test through their primary care physician and that
includes folks who are on the Oregon Health Plan
(OHP).
With the passage of both the Families First
Coronavirus Response Act (FFCRA) and the
Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security
(CARES) Act, FDA-approved tests are covered for all
citizens for the duration of the public health
emergency at no cost. That includes
self-funded plans as well as public and private
insurance plans.

OHP members are eligible for testing and treatment
of COVID-19, including if necessary, hospital stays,
at no cost. Many of the rules and requirements for
participants in OHP have been relaxed during this
public health emergency to limit public exposure. This
includes filling prescriptions that fall within the “too
soon” rule earlier, receiving prescriptions through the
mail and the utilization of telehealth visits.
COVID-19 has thrown our healthcare system into
chaos but there are lots of resources available online.
The website for the Lane County Public Health
Department is full of information and links to
resources for help during this trying time. Additional
information can be found on the CDC website, the
Kaiser Family Foundation and the Oregon Health
Plan’s COVID-19 page.

Until there is a vaccine or better management of this
virus, we still need to be careful. Limit your exposure
to the outside world by sheltering in place for as long
as you are able, wash your hands frequently and if
you do go out, stay at least six feet away from others
and wear a mask. These small efforts have been
credited with Lane County’s low transmission rate
and we need to keep up the good work.

Therese Lang,
Director

http://www.springfield-or.gov/events/
https://lanecounty.org/cms/One.aspx?portalId=3585881&pageId=16503774
https://lanecounty.org/cms/One.aspx?portalId=3585881&pageId=16503774
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html
https://www.kff.org/coronavirus-covid-19/issue-brief/five-things-to-know-about-the-cost-of-covid-19-testing-and-treatment/
https://www.oregon.gov/oha/HSD/OHP/Pages/ohp-covid-19.aspx
https://www.oregon.gov/oha/HSD/OHP/Pages/ohp-covid-19.aspx


RECENT MEETINGS

MAY 7: SPRINGFIELD COUNCIL CANDIDATES, WARD THREE
City Club hosted a forum for three candidates for the
Ward Three seat on the Springfield City Council: Kris
McAlister, Johannes Tadeo, and Kori Rodley, At the May
19 Primary election, Ms. Rodley and Mr. Tadeo received
the largest number of votes and will run in the
November election.

MAY 21, REOPENING LANE COUNTY
Lane County’s resources devoted to the COVID-19
pandemic has shifted from emergency response to
recovery, now that the County has entered Phase 1 of the
State’s reopening plan, according to County
Administrator Steve Mokrohisky and Economic
Development Manger Austin Ramirez, who told the
Springfield City Club that the County met all of the

ATTENDING VIRTUAL MEETINGS

To view Springfield City Council meetings: On the
Thursday before the meeting, the Council agenda is
posted here. The agenda will contain the information to
link to the live stream of the meeting.

To view meetings of the Lane County Board of
Commissioners, go to this link for connection information

To view Lane Transit District Board meetings, go to the
Events Calendar and click on the meeting you want to
attend for information on the Zoom link

To view School District 19 Board meetings: on the
Thursday or Friday before the meeting go to the Board
Meeting Calendar, locate the meeting agenda and you will
find the Zoom link to join the meeting.

To listen to Willamalane Board meetings:
On a telephone or cell phone, dial 541-736-4490
When prompted, enter the conference ID: 85238 followed
by the # sign

To listen to SUB Board meetings:
Dial in using your phone: Dial 1.978.990.5373
Enter the Access Code: 2355961#

To view LRAPA meetings:
Below are instructions for participation: Click on this link
from your desktop: https://zoom.us/j/2234449160

https://www.lanecounty.org/UserFiles/Servers/Server_3585797/File/Government/BCC/2019/2019_AGENDAS/073019agenda/07-30-31-19agenda.pdf
https://www.ltd.org/events-calendar/#69130
https://www.ltd.org/events-calendar/#69130
https://www.ltd.org/events-calendar/#69130
https://www.springfield.k12.or.us/Page/93
http://www.subutil.com/about-sub/board-meeting-agenda/
http://www.subutil.com/about-sub/board-meeting-agenda/
http://www.subutil.com/about-sub/board-meeting-agenda/
https://www.willamalane.org/district_info/document_center.php#outer-8sub-89
https://www.willamalane.org/district_info/document_center.php#outer-8sub-89
https://www.lrapa.org/AgendaCenter/Board-of-Directors-2
https://www.springfield-or.gov/city/city-council-meetings/
https://www.springfield-or.gov/city/city-council-meetings/
https://lanecounty.org/cms/One.aspx?portalId=3585881&pageId=7842434
https://www.ltd.org/events-calendar/#69130
https://www.springfield.k12.or.us/boardmeetings
https://www.springfield.k12.or.us/boardmeetings


conditions to move to reopening by May 15. They
cautioned, however, that the virus is still here, and
that social distancing and frequent hand washing are
still very important to keep the county on a path to
broader reopening, perhaps in June.

The County has released $400 thousand in no
interest loans to support local business, consisting of
$200 in county funds and $100 thousand from each
of the Cities of Eugene and Springfield. They have
also applied for $675 thousand in State funds, which
would be distributed 55 percent to rural business and
45 percent to the metro area. $930 thousand in
renter assistance is now available from a state
program and the county has applied for $950
thousand in federal funds (the outcome won’t be
known for several weeks).

The County had about 900 of its 1600 employees
begin to work remotely as the pandemic unfolded.

They are now in the process of bringing some of
those employees back into offices, but slowly.

The unhoused population is a particular concern.
Before the pandemic, the two largest community
shelters – the Eugene Mission and the St. Vincent
DePaul Dusk to Dawn program, could handle about
660 individuals. Pandemic restrictions reduced that
capacity in half, meaning over 300 people suddenly
lost access to shelter. Springfield and Willamalane
responded by making the Memorial Building
available for up to 50 people, and the Exposition
Building at the Lane County Event Centers handled
about 150. That still leaves a significant increase in
the number of unhoused people for which no
shelter is available.

The county will continue to monitor several areas
and use “sentinel testing” -- random testing of
individuals, to be prepared to anticipate any
resurgence of the virus in the fall. The unhoused
and prison populations will be watched and the
ability to do contact tracing will continue to expand.
Mr. Mokrohisky expressed confidence in the
Country’s ability to be prepared for a new wave but
reminded the audience that adherence to remaining
restrictions is essential.

Specifically on testing, Devon Ashbridge, the County
Public information Officer, said there is no current
capacity for large scale employee testing, although
some private providers (such as NOVA health) do
offer testing which may be covered by some
insurance plans. She said that serological tests,
(which attempt to detect the presence of antibodies)

are being done, but that there is less confidence
in the accuracy of those tests.

It is possible that the County could enter Phase I
of the reopening program in June, but that will
depend on continued decline in cases, and
continued increases in testing capacity. The
County must remain in Phase I for at least 21
days, so the earliest possible date is June 5.



Minutes
Board of Directors
Springfield City Club

March 3, 2020 – LRAPA offices

Present:

Kris�n Denmark Bob Fondren Len Goodwin Terry Beyer
Merlyn Hough Therese Lang Heather Murphy Nick Nelson
Callie Ellio�

Absent:

Guests: Mark Molina, Joe Leahy

The meeting was called to order at 11:32 a.m.

On a motion by Bob, seconded by Nick, the minutes of the previous meeting were approved as presented.

Bob reviewed the treasurer’s report. He reported that the charge for bookkeeping had gone up and he will check on why. Callie and Heather reported
they need invoices to support paying dues. Len said he would handle hat. On a motion by Len, seconded by Callie the report was approved as
presented.

The Board reviewed membership and board assignments to contact renewing members. We have reached out to Trillium, Wayfair, and Planned
Parenthood of Southwest Oregon to encourage them to join.

Heather said she would be willing to serve as President-Elect. The Board appointed her by unanimous consent.

Mark Molina said he was willing to serve on the Board. He was appointed by unanimous consent.

Kristin reviewed suggested changes in the bylaws. The consensus of the Board was to increase the number of at large directors to eight. Kristin will
have a draft prepared and hopes to present it at the next meeting.

The Board appointed a nominating committee to include Joe Leahy, Merlyn Hough, Callie Elliott and Nick Nelson. Len will send out a schedule of
the current Board members and their terms. Because changes to the constitution are involved, and those require a vote of the membership, we will,
plan to make any changes available so they may be voted on at the first meeting in June.

The Board generally discussed the program on the Springfield track, noting there may have been some confusion created over the extent to which
Willamalane is officially involved. Kristin will alert Michael Wargo so he might address that issue on March 5. Kenny Weigand will also help with that
presentation.

The Board agreed it would be important to keep on top of the developing situation about the COVID-19 virus, and be able to respond to changing
conditions. Len reported he would be meeting with representatives of City Club of Eugene, the League of Women Voters and KLCC on Wednesday
(March 11) to finalize plans for the several election related programs coming up. He also offered to attend the consortium of city clubs meeting on
March 16.

Future programs were briefly discussed. Heather will talk to a local FBI agent involved in tracking sex trafficking for a May 21 program, and Len will
talk to the City about bringing the new City Manger on May 7. Joe will explore scheduling a program on an upcoming Justice Center bond issue for
June or July

Therese agreed to draft an article for the April newsletter.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 12:40 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Len Goodwin,
Secretary

City Club Board of Directors
President Kris�n Denmark kdenmark@thorp-purdy.com (541)747-3354
President-Elect Heather Murphy heatherm@casa-lane.org
Past President Merlyn Hough merlyn@lrapa.org (541)736-1056
Treasurer Bob Fondren bobf@subu�l.com (541)744-3610
Secretary Len Goodwin localci�zenor@gmail.com (541)915-8956
Director Terry Beyer terrybeyer@comcast.net (541)746-5889
Director Callie Barry Ellio� cellio�@columbiabank.com (541)984-2270
Director Therese Lang therese@langpr.com (503)913-9311
Director Nick Nelson nick@nicknelsonrealestate.com (541)852-9394
Director Mark Molina mark@molinalawgroup.net (541)653-8899
Director


