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On April 16, 2020, the Create Kindness campaign will
feature students from each of the four high school
programs in Springfield delivering kindness-themed TED-
like talks live on stage at the Wildish Theater. The �tle of
the event is “Listening to Our Youth: Envisioning a
Community of Kindness”. The event will also include a
kindness-themed art show, with a gallery walk at the
Academy for Arts & Academics (A3) immediately
preceding the event at the Wildish. It will also include
student music and other highlights. Students delivering
kindness talks on stage will each receive a post-
secondary scholarship for $1,000. Half of the
scholarship money has already been pledged, and we
are seeking pledges for the remaining $2,000 and about
$500 in event expenses.

UPCOMING PROGRAMS

WILLAMALANE: ITSHISTORY AND FUTURE—MARCH 5

Michael Wargo, the Superintendent of the Willamalane
Park and Recreation District, will update City Club
members and guests on Willamalane’s future plans.

MAYORAL CANDIDATE FORUMMARCH 19

For the first time in many years, there will be more than
one candidate standing for Mayor of Springfield in the
May 19 election. On March 19, City Club, in coordination
with the League of Women Voters of Lane County, has
invited all candidates for Mayor to visit with our members
and lay out their program for the City for the next four
years.

PUBLIC CALENDAR
All items are tentative and subject to change. For

current information, click on the agency name which
will redirect you to the appropriate web site.

City of Springfield Council
225 Fifth Street
Springfield, OR 97477
(541)726-3700

March 2, 2020
Work Session 6:00 p.m.

Budget Committee Applicants
Draft City Manager Contract

Regular Session 7:00 p.m.

March 9, 2020
Work Session 5:30 p.m.

Housing Diversity Tax Exemption
Development Code project update

March 16, 2020
Work Session 6:00 p.m.

Indoor Track Update
Regular Session 7:00 p.m.

PH: Zoning Map Appeal
PH: Surplus Property declaration

Council Recess March 23- April 5 (tentative)

Lane County Bo1ard of Commissioners
125 Eighth Avenue
Eugene OR 97401
(541)682-4203

March 10, 2020 9:00 a.m.
Springfield TSP Implementation (2nd Reading)
Work Session River Road Santa Clara

Neighborhood Plan

May Primary Elec�on Programs

Springfield City Club, the City Club of Eugene, the
League of Women Voters and KLCC are coopera�ng
to present a series of programs to help inform the
voters in advance of the May 19 elec�on.
Springfield programs will be held at the Hilton
Garden Inn. Eugene programs will be held at the U
of O Baker Center. This is the schedule:

March 13 City Club of Eugene sponsors Steve Trout
speaking on elec�on security

March 19 Springfield City Club holds a forum for
Mayoral candidates in Springfield

March 20 City Club of Eugene hosts a forum for all
candidates for Secretary of State.

April 2 Springfield City Club hosts a forum for
candidates for City Council.

April 3 City Club of Eugene hosts a forum for
candidates for Council Wards 1 and 2

April 10 City Club of Eugene hosts a forum for
candidates for Council Ward 8

April 16 Springfield City Club hosts a forum for
Republican candidate for Congressional District 4

April 17 City Club of Eugene hosts a forum for
candidates for Mayor of Eugene and Council Ward 7

April 24 City Club of Eugene will host an event
discussing the LCC bond issue.

May 7 Springfield City Club will host a second forum
for Council candidates.

CALENDAR CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

http://www.springfield-or.gov/events/
https://www.lanecounty.org/UserFiles/Servers/Server_3585797/File/Government/BCC/2019/2019_AGENDAS/073019agenda/07-30-31-19agenda.pdf


March 17, 2020 9:00 a.m.
Evening Public Comment
Supplemental Budget

March 24, 2020 No Meeting

March 31, 2020 9: 00 a.m.
Temporary Speed Reduction Suttle Road
Climate Action Plan Discussion
Second Reading and PH: Chapter 11 Lane

Code Revision

Lane Transit District
3500 E. 17th Avenue
Eugene, OR 97403
(541)687-5555

Board of Directors
Work Session 3:300 p.m.
Regular Session 5:30 p.m.

School District 19 Board of Directors
640 A Street
Springfield, OR 97477
(541) 726-3201

March 9, 2020 7:00 p.m. Business meeting

Steve Swanson John Murphy

RECENT MEETINGS

F������� 6: T����� �� O�� C��������

Timber supply is the largest issue facing the Oregon timber industry,
according to two local leaders of that industry, John Murphy of
Murphy Plywood and Steve Swanson of the Swanson Group. The
two chief executives agreed that restrictions on logging were a major
challenge to the industry and lead to the incongruous result that

while Oregon has perhaps the
largest supply of standing
timber, much of the lumber we
using, particularly the laminated
products, comes from either the
southeastern United States, or,
even more concerning, from
other countries such as Brazil
and Vietnam.
Although Swanson owns several
hundred thousand acres of
timberland, both companies

pointed to the challenges of logging the O&C lands, those lands that
were originally dedicated to the Oregon and California Railroads, but
reclaimed by the federal government and are managed by the Bureau
of Land management. They pointed out, as City Club heard in a
December 19 presentation by Chris Cadwell, an analyst for the
Association of Oregon and California Counties, that the harvest

from those lands is far below what is called for as a minimum harvest under provisions
of the 1937 O&C Act, passed by the Congress.

Although the industry recently prevailed in litigation seeking to force BLM to increase
the harvest on its lands, they each pointed to litigation as a major impediment to
harvesting. In particular, they asserted that some groups attacked timber sales on a wide
variety of bases and, if the succeeded on even one, their attorneys recovered the full
amount of their attorney fees under the federal Equal Access to Justice Act. The delays
occasioned by these lawsuits resulted often in timber being unharvestable because
three-year-old dead trees are no longer usable as lumber.

They both pointed to increased regulation as a major obstacle, noting their opposition
to both the current proposal for a cap and invest strategy to regulate carbon emissions

and to the Corporate Activities Tax passed by the last session of the Legislative Assembly.

Although each executive asserted that the industry recognized the impact of changing climate, and worked to be stewards of the
environment, they opposed the current proposal as simply a new tax. When asked what the industry solution was, they described
the problem as complex and not solvable by Oregon acting on its own. They also pointed to the need for better forest
management, particularly in the area of reducing fuel loads to prevent disastrous fire.

FEBRUARY 20: A TRACK IN GLENWOOD

For some time, the future of Glenwood, particularly the vacant land along the riverfront, has been a hot development
topic in Springfield. Various ideas, including a convention center and a parking garage constructed of cross-laminated
timber, among others, have surfaced without coming to fruition. Most recently a proposal has surfaced to construct an
indoor track facility, one that would apparently complement the reconstructed Hayward Field and offer to make “Track
Town USA” the home for both world class outdoor and indoor events. That proposal was the topic of a presentation at
Springfield City club on February 20.Board members of the Springfield Community Development Corporation, Kari
Westlund of Travel Lane County and Greg James of the Willamalane Park and Recreation District, t discussed a
proposal for an indoor track facility before a packed house at the City Club program. The facility would feature an
indoor 200-meter banked hydraulic track that would accommodate indoor track meets as well as serve as a training
facility.
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The track could be flattened to provide space for volleyball, gymnastics, martial arts, basketball, weightlifting
and other indoor sports and community gathering and event space, including exhibitions often held in
convention center type spaces. As a performance space, the speakers said the facility could accommodate over
10,000 in the audience.

The Springfield Community Development Corporation is a non-
profit organization created to determine an owner/operator model
for, and raise funds to construct, the structure. Although the
speakers were clear to say no site has been determined, and that
sites other than Glenwood were under consideration, there seem to
be many hints that Glenwood was viewed as the preferred or
optimum site. Proximity to the University of Oregon, to I-5, to
transit, and as a central point in the Springfield-Eugene
metropolitan area were all identified as important siting criteria.

There is a preliminary design team in place, including architectural
support. Ms. Westlund and Mr. James pointed to a recently
constructed facility at Liberty University in Virginia as the leading example of the concept. It is the most recent
of the 14 or 15 such facilities in the United States, none of which, they say, are along the I-5 corridor. A similar
facility was recently constructed at the University of Michigan. Noting that the most recent examples were all
University based facilities, Ms. Westlund said that the supporting group believed that ownership outside of the
University of Oregon setting would make it easier for other than collegiate activities to prosper at such a
facility. She spoke of trying to attract all education levels, as well as professional, non-collegiate sports. She did

not rule out the possibility of significant contributions to the
cost of the facility and utilization from the University or its
supporters.

Questions were raised about the ability of a facility of this type
to generate significant revenue, Mr. James said that the pro forma
the group had created, indicated that the facility could become
self-sustaining win four years, but he agreed that it would not be
a generator of significant additional revenue to the City of
Springfield. Ms. Westlund pointed out, however, in response to a
question, that the structure could synergize the development of
adjacent facilities that would provide both strong economic
stimulus as well as significant tax revenue. Both speakers noted
the absence of

any similar facilities on the west coast meant many programs
could either not participate in indoor track programs (which
happen in the winter months) or, if they could, found it
necessary to travel long distances to participate in events or
even do training. They said their preliminary studies indicated a
strong potential market for a facility of this kind, particularly in
Glenwood where there is rapidly expanding hotel space.

Other questioners asked how this structure would fit within
the economic development priorities of the City and on what
basis the City was supporting the activity. The speakers pointed
out that a work session on March 16 before the City Council
might address those issues.

City Club Board of Directors
President Kristin Denmark kdenmark@thorp-purdy.com 541.747.3354
President-Elect
Past President Merlyn Hough merlyn@lrapa.org 541.736.1056
Treasurer Bob Fondren bobf@subu�l.com 541.744.3610
Secretary Len Goodwin localci�zenor@gmail.com 541.915.8956
Director Terry Beyer terrybeyer@comcast.net 541.746.5889
Director Callie Barry Elliott cellio�@columbiabank.com 541.984.2270
Director Therese Lang therese@langpr.com 503.913.9311
Director Nick Nelson nick@nicknelsonrealestate.com 541.852.9394
Director Heather Murphy heatherm@casa-lane.org
Director
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Minutes

Board of Directors

Springfield City Club

January 7, 2020 – LRAPA offices

Present:

Kris�n Denmark Bob Fondren Len Goodwin Terry Beyer
Therese Lang Merlyn Hough Heather Murphy

Absent: Callie Ellio�, Nick Nelson
Guests: Joe Leahy

The mee�ng was called to order at 11:35 a.m.

On a mo�on by Bob, seconded by Len, the minutes of the December mee�ng were approved unanimously.

Bob reviewed the financial report. On a mo�on by Len, seconded by Heather, the report was approved unanimously.

The Board reviewed status of current members and agreed to contact members who had not yet renewed to confirm
that they would renew. A�er receiving an email that Willamalane would not renew, we got an update saying that they
had decided to con�nue membership.

The Board review upcoming programs. Len presented a list of future programs related to elec�on topics which came
out of discussions with City Club or Eugene, the League of Women Voters and KLCC. Springfield will host a forum for
Republican candidates for Congressional District 4 on April 16, and Eugene will host a program for Democra�c
candidates on April 17. Both programs will be broadcast by KLCC. In addi�on, Springfield will host programs with local
candidates on March 19, April2, and, if necessary, May 7. Transit Tomorrow can be a backup program if the May 7
date is not needed for elec�on issues.

Upcoming programs include:
January 9: Legisla�ve preview, Terry to facilitate, Bob to handle lunch charges.
January 16: Community Gardens, Bob organized and will introduce; Therese to handle lunch charges.
February 6: Timber in the community, Bob to introduce, Heather to handle lunch charges.
February 20: Glenwood track, Nick to introduce, Bob will handle lunch charges
March 5: Willamalane/Michael/Wargo, Kris�n will introduce, Terry will handle lunch charges

Heather will write a newsle�er ar�cle on the 25th anniversary of CASA.

There being no further business, the mee�ng was adjourned at 12:30 p.m.

Respec�ully submi�ed,

Len Goodwin,
Secretary
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March 12, 2020 6:00 p.m. Board Meeting

Lane Regional Air Protection Authority
1010 Main Street
Springfield, OR 97477
(541)735-1056

March 12, 2020 11:00 a.m. Budget Committee
March 13, 2020 12:15 p.m. Board Meeting

Springfield Utility Board
250 A Street
Springfield OR 97477
(541)746-8451

March 12, 2020 6:00 p.m. Board Meeting

Willamalane Park and Recreation District
320 S. 32nd Street
Springfield, OR 97478

https://www.lrapa.org/AgendaCenter/Board-of-Directors-2
http://www.subutil.com/about-sub/board-meeting-agenda/
https://www.willamalane.org/district_info/document_center.php#outer-8sub-89

