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UPCOMING PROGRAMS

JULY 2 – NO PROGRAM

JULY 16 – DISTRICT ATTORNEY PATTI PERLOW

PUBLIC CALENDAR

All items are tentative and subject to change. For
current information, click on the agency name which

will redirect you to the appropriate web site.

Many boards continue to meet online as the
County emerges from the restrictions on activity.
Please see the guide on page 3 for information on

how to connect.

City of Springfield Council
225 Fifth Street
Springfield, OR 97477
(541)726-3700

July 6, 2020
Work session 6:00 p.m.

Long Term Community Recovery Plan
Regular Session 7:00 p.m.

Tentative Council Recess, July 7 through September 7.

Lane County Board of Commissioners
125 Eighth Avenue
Eugene OR 97401
(541)682-4203

July 2, 2020 9:00 a.m.
Emergency Business

July 7, 2020 – 9:00 a.m.
PH Comcast Franchise Agreement
Work Session – Rental Assistance
Work Session – Non-conforming Use Code
Work Session – Homeless Winter Strategies
Wildfire Protection Plan

July 14, 2020 – No Meeting

July 21, 2020 – 9:00 a.m.
Evening Public comment

As we start July, the unofficial start of summer here in
Oregon, I want to take a moment to thank you for
allowing me to serve as the President of Springfield
City Club for the 2019-2020 year. I started my term
with three goals: (1) continue to deliver excellent
programming; (2) increase and expand our
membership with a focus on increasing diversity; and
(3) update our organizational documents.

Before I pat myself on the back, I must admit that we
did not yet accomplish our third goal. City Club’s
organizational documents (our constitution and
bylaws) and still being updated. We expect to present
those updated documents to our membership for
approval this Fall. The one big change the Board is
proposing is to increase membership on the Board of
Directors. The current Board agreed to delay any such
change until we are physically meeting again as a
Board, which could be a while.

We worked hard as a Board to provide excellent
programming throughout the year. We had
informative and thought-provoking programs
regarding timber in our community, the proposed
track facility in Glenwood, legislative and
congressional updates, Huerto de la Familia, the new
state-wide density requirements, impeachment, and
many more! I am so proud, though, of our Board
(with a special thanks to Len Goodwin) for finding a
way to bring continued programming to our
membership and the general public during the Covid-
19 crisis. Thank you to my fellow Board members for
making this happen.

We made progress towards increasing our
membership, with an eye towards diversity. As a
Board, we have had excellent discussions about what
this means and what it looks like. Diversity means a
lot of things – there is racial diversity, age diversity,
socio-economic diversity and more. Our City Club
generally lacks in diversity. But, we have good people
working hard to change that. As a Board we decided
to make student membership in City Club free. We
are working to reach out to our local colleges and
universities to make connections with students,
particularly less advantaged students. We have
discussed hosting some programs at alternate times.
We have discussed that it is difficult for many to take
more than an hour away from work for a lunch, so an
alternate time or location may attract those who
otherwise could not attend. Our current formatting
of broadcasting via Zoom and Facebook has also
presented us with some exciting ideas for the future.
As we expand our reach to increase our diversity, our
programming will only get better. Hearing from more
voices and people with different viewpoints makes
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July 28, 2020 – 9:00 a.m.

Lane Transit District
3500 E. 17th Avenue
Eugene, OR 97403
(541)687-5555

School District 19 Board of Directors
640 A Street
Springfield, OR 97477
(541) 726-3201

Springfield Utility Board
250 A Street
Springfield OR 97477
(541)746-8451

Willamalane Park and Recreation District
320 S. 32nd Street
Springfield, OR 97478
(541)736-4544

Lane Regional Air Protection Authority
1010 Main Street
Springfield, OR 97477
(541)735-1056

RECENT MEETINGS

JUNE 4
Pandemic recovery – Three different worlds.

The explosion of the novel coronavirus which occurred early this
year wrought catastrophic changes to the local business
community. Beyond the headlines of illness and death, there
seem to be three different stories of how local businesses were
affected and have responded. The June 4 Springfield City Club
program gave an insight into those stories.

Vonnie Mikklesen, Chief Execu�ve Officer of the Springfield Area
Chamber of Commerce, described the general business
atmosphere as a lot of fa�gue or exhaus�on. Businesses have
found them selves lost and are struggling to come up for air, with
a much more daun�ng task, that of rebuilding laying before them.
Casey Boyd, the sole proprietor of Recycled Living, a home decor
store located at 21st and Main shut her doors in mid-March,
having fully stocked her inventory earlier in the year. Her
rela�vely small online presence became her only source of
business. While at the federal level legislators were coming up

with s�mulus packages, they were of li�le or no use to her. She described the process as too daun�ng even to try. She
hunkered down and began trying to develop a new business model.

Jenna Fribley, a principal in Campfire Collabora�ve
Architecture and Design on Main street, like wise shut the
office doors. But for her business, the pause was brief. Since
she could provide services by working and mee�ng remotely,
she was soon back in opera�on. Although she noted that many
of her business colleagues, whose businesses were more
informally organized had great difficulty naviga�ng the PPP
process, her a�empt , as she described, mysteriously went
smoothly and two weeks a�er the program was announced,
she had Payroll Protec�on Plan funding. She is now able to
operate her business and, with Phase II of reopening in place,
can once again meet more readily with clients and work in the

field. IN fact, she is to some extent focusing on expanding opportuni�es as other businesses try to redesign their workspaces
for a much different future environment.

For the performing arts there is yet a different story. Sco� Freck, the Execu�ve Director of the Eugene Symphony reported the
symphony has stopped rehearsal and canceled performances. While the Symphony was able to quickly take advantage of the
federal program, its business model has been completely disrupted. A return to the old model of large-scale performances,
accompanied by music educa�on programs may no longer be viable. Certainly, performances like those in the 2400 seat Silva
Hall are unlikely to return any �me soon. While he hopes to start an orchestra season in January, it may look very different.
For now, the Symphony is contempla�ng how to arrange smaller performances in smaller venues. The have organized remote
watch par�es, increased their broadcasts over KWAX and recently developed a mul�media program pairing Vivaldi’s “Four
Seasons” with contributed pictures of the McKenzie River. They hope to be able to resume a series of small chamber concerts
in October.

IN contrast, Casey, like many other small retailers, con�nues to hope to be able to restore ac�vity in her store. While she now
will increasingly use online resources, she s�ll feels the ability to visit a brick and mortar store is cri�cal to her long-term
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life richer and makes each of us better. There is still much work to
be done on this front, but we should celebrate our progress. I am
excited to move into the role of Past-President and focus more of
my attention on this issue.

Thank you, again, for the opportunity to serve as City Club
President. Stay safe and be well.

Kristin Denmark,
President

Results of City Club Elections

President: Heather Murphy
President-elect: Callie Barry Elliott
Past President Kristin Denmark
Treasurer: Bob Fondren
Secretary: Len Goodwin
Director: Terry Beyer (term ending 2022)
Director: Merlyn Hough (term ending 2022)
Director: Mark Molina (term ending 2022)
Continuing Directors:
Director: Therese Lang (term ending 2021)
Director: Nick Nelson (term ending 2021)

success. One thing she is focusing on is how to get her business neighborhood revitalized. She is in a complex of small
stores and they have always offered community gathering events. Her ques�on is how to get those happening again.
Between these two extremes, lie business such as Jenna’s, where the new reality may be much less focused on the
office as a locus of work. She says her ac�vity growing in the area of office redesign as clients try to figure out how to
restructure workspaces focusing less on presence in an office.

Vonnie said that the Chamber is trying to act a s a resource to help local businesses get access to the things they need to
r3evitalize their businesses. The are keeping an ac�ve roster of businesses that are reopening, producing a guide on
how to reopen in both English and Spanish, helping to secure sources of personal protec�ve equipment for business
owners, and providing guidance how businesses might get new funding to help restore their services.

JUNE 18 – CITY MANAGER NANCY NEWTON
Recovery at the City of Springfield

The June 18 City Club program gave viewers an opportunity to see how the City of Springfield organiza�on is dealing
with the con�nuing effects of the pandemic. Nancy Newton, the new City Manager who arrived in the middle of the
shutdown, Chris Heppel, the Eugene-Springfield Interim Fire Chief, and Monica Brown, the City’s ESF Recovery
Coordinator, described how Springfield will be moving ahead.

The response is in two parts. The field work of the City is con�nuing throughout the emergency. City Hall closed on
March 18, but the Police Department and Fire and Life Safety con�nued without change. The Opera�ons Division, which
maintains the streets, and sewer and drainage systems cut back somewhat but with Phase II in place is back at full
strength.

ATTENDING VIRTUALMEETINGS

To view Springfield City Council meetings: On the Thursday
before the meeting, the Council agenda is posted here. The
agenda will contain the information to link to the live stream of
the meeting.

To view meetings of the Lane County Board of
Commissioners, go to this link for connection information

To view Lane Transit District Board meetings, go to the
Events Calendar and click on the meeting you want to attend
for information on the Zoom link

To view School District 19 Board meetings: on the Thursday
or Friday before the meeting go to the Board Meeting
Calendar, locate the meeting agenda and you will find the
Zoom link to join the meeting.

To listen to Willamalane Board meetings:
On a telephone or cell phone, dial 541-736-4490
When prompted, enter the conference ID: 85238 followed by
the # sign

To listen to SUB Board meetings:
Dial in using your phone: Dial 1.978.990.5373
Enter the Access Code: 2355961#

To view LRAPA meetings:
Below are instructions for participation: Click on this link from
your desktop: https://zoom.us/j/2234449160
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For the rest of the City, there have been major changes.
City Hall con�nues to operate with a limited staff. While
execu�ve staff and building maintenance staff are on site,
most workers con�nue to work remotely. The
Development Center is open at reduced strength doing
inspec�ons and taking in land use and permit applica�ons,
primarily electronically, with some limited appointments.
In Phase II, the Development Counter is now open two
days a week, and efforts con�nue to limit the number of
people at the counter at any one �me.
The Library remains closed at this point, although some
limited access to computers by appointment will be added
to curbside pickup. The Municipal Court con�nues to

operate with virtual hearings. All viola�ons will con�nue to be handled with virtual hearings outside of the
courtroom, with only criminal ma�ers handle in the court room, if no other alterna�ve is available.

The Council has met using Zoom since March. The
Council will have a work session on July 6 dealing, in
part, with use of Community Development Block
Grant money to support local businesses. There will
be a recess staring July 7. A�er that, the Council will
consider a longer-term recovery plan. Presumably,
the Council will con�nue mee�ng virtually in
September a�er the recess, although that depends
on condi�ons at the �me.

Chief Heppel believes Lane County and Springfield
are posi�oned well in Phase II, although the recent
outbreaks in Newport and Union County are a
reminder that we must get prepared for expanded
outbreaks in the fall by stockpiling PPE and con�nuing tes�ng. He said that Fire and Life Safety and Police were well
prepared for the pandemic because training on dealing with infec�ous diseases is part of the regular training
regimen. He noted that there have been no cases among staff at the Emergency Opera�ons Center, and no cases
among Fire and Life Safety staff, although officers are regularly exposed to infected individuals. The departments
have added addi�onal call screening at the 911 center to reduce the number of firsts responders have to go inside a
building.

The county is conduc�ng surveillance tes�ng of
vulnerable popula�ons like the unhoused and those
in congregate facili�es. In addi�on, tes�ng is available
at McKenzie Willame�e Medical Center (which is
performing 500 tests per day) and several primary
care providers in the city. The department con�nues
to expand contact tracing, with a goal of inves�ga�ng
all cases within 24 hours.

Chief Heppel said he expected Phase II to con�nue
un�l there is a reliable vaccine, which means possibly
another 12 to 18 months.

In ques�ons from the audience, City Manager Nelson
confirmed that the Council had determined to con�nue the body camera program in the face of the need for
significant budget cuts. She said the program should be fully opera�onal some�me in early 2021. She also said that
the Council was con�nuing to study the proposal from the Springfield Development Corpora�on to acquire a piece
of City property in Glenwood to construct an indoor sports facility. She was clear that there would be significant
opportunity for public input before t e Council made any decision.
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Minutes
Board of Directors

Springfield City Club
May 5, 2020 – Zoom

Present:
Kris�n Denmark Heather Murphy Merlyn Hough Bob Fondren
Len Goodwin Terry Beyer Therese Lang Mark Molina
Nick Nelson

Absent: Callie Ellio�
Guests: Joe Leahy

The mee�ng was called to order at 11:30 a.m.

On a mo�on by Mark, seconded by Bob, the minutes of the March mee�ng were approved as presented.

Bob reviewed the Financial Report. The balance sheet shows assets and equity of $4,900. At our typical rate of spending
about $350 a month we have assets to cover about 14 months of opera�ons, even if no money is raised through
memberships. The report was approved by unanimous consent.

Joe asked it we should take any ac�on to assure the Hilton Garden Inn we are s�ll interested in using their facili�es when it is
possible. Len and Kris�n reported we keep in touch with them regularly to reassure them.

Len reported that Gregg Ybarra had withdrawn from the Friday forum for Ward Six candidates for personal reasons. A�er
discussion, it was agreed that we would cancel the forum. The Thursday forum for Ward Three candidates will proceed as
scheduled. Heather will do the welcome and act as �mer. Nick will pose the ques�ons.

Future programs – Len said he would contact the City to see if the new City Manager would be available to make a
presenta�on. Joe said he would contact Joe Berney and Judge Hargraves to see if they could form a panel to discuss the
poten�al County bond issue. The Board agreed that we should try to con�nue to offer programs online. It was agreed that
the Club will subscribe to Zoom webinar service on a month by month basis to host those programs.

The Board agreed to defer changing the bylaws to add addi�onal at large members un�l the current virus situa�on had
eased.

Therese will prepare an ar�cle for the June newsle�er.

There being no further business, the mee�ng was adjourned at 12:15 p.m.

Respec�ully submi�ed,

Len Goodwin,
Secretary

City Club Board of Directors
President Heather Murphy heatherm@casa-lane.org
President-Elect Callie Barry Ellio� cellio�@columbiabank.com (541) 984-2270
Past President Kris�n Denmark kdenmark@thorp-purdy.com (541) 747-3354
Treasurer Bob Fondren bobf@subu�l.com (541) 744-3610
Secretary Len Goodwin localci�zenor@gmail.com (541) 915-8956
Director Terry Beyer terrybeyer@comcast.net (541) 746-5889
Director Merlyn Hough merlyn@lrapa.org (541) 736-1056
Director Therese Lang therese@langpr.com (503) 913-9311
Director Nick Nelson nick@nicknelsonrealestate.com (541) 852-9394
Director Mark Molina mark@molinalawgroup.net (541) 653-8899
Director


