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UPCOMING PROGRAMS

FEBRUARY 6: TIMBER IN OUR COMMUNITY

Springfield is now the fifth largest city in Oregon outside of
the Portland Metro area. While the image of Springfield as a
small timber town is rapidly fading in the rear-view mirror of
history, timber remains an important part of the local
economy and local image. The City Club program on February
6 will give two leaders of that industry an opportunity to
explain the continuing importance of timber and of the
companies that produce it.

Steve Swanson is the Chief Executive Officer of the Swanson
Group. His Springfield mill, which was completely rebuilt after
being destroyed by fire only a few years ago. John Murphy is
the President of Murphy Plywood. The companies are
nationally recognized in the plywood and veneer markets and
vigorous participants in the activities of the local community.

FEBRUARY 20: A TRACK IN GLENWOOD

For some time the future of Glenwood, particularly the vacant
land along the riverfront, has been a hot topic in Springfield.
For some time, discussion focused on a convention center.

PUBLIC CALENDAR

All items are tentative and subject to change. For
current information, click on the agency name which

will redirect you to the appropriate web site.
City of Springfield Council
225 Fifth Street
Springfield, OR 97477
(541)726-3700

Lane County Board of Commissioners
125 Eighth Avenue
Eugene OR 97401
(541)682-4203

February 4, 9:00 a.m.
Public Safety Plan Update
Justice Center Update
Climate Resolution
Homeless Shelter at Fairgrounds

February 11, 9:00 a.m.
Work Session - Willamette Confluence Preserve

February 18 NOMEETING
February 25, 9:00 a.m.

Audit of Jail Local Tax Levy Fund

Lane Transit District
3500 E. 17th Avenue
Eugene, OR 97403
(541)687-5555

Court Appointed Special Advocates of Lane
County (CASA) is excited to celebrate 25 years
of providing advocacy for thousands of
children in the care of the child welfare
system. CASA officially opened for business
in Lane County on March 7th, 1995.

CASA was started by Judge David Soukup in
Seattle in 1977. There are more than 900
CASA programs across the United States.
Our program was the first in Oregon to
complete the National CASA Association
certification. In 2011, we piloted the Peer
Coordinator Service Model that pairs
experienced CASA volunteers with newer
advocates in addition to their staff supervisors.
This model has more than doubled our service
capacity and is now used by programs across
the country.

CASA volunteers serve as a party to the cases
to which they are assigned. CASA volunteers
represent the children’s best interests in court
and work to move them as quickly and
effectively as possible through the system into
safe, permanent homes. Children with CASA
advocacy spend an average of eight months
less time in care than children without. In
2019, more than 200 CASA volunteers
advocated for 456 children in Lane County.

2020 will be a year of celebration for our
program. We have been planning several
activities throughout the year that will honor
our work, our supporters and of course, our
volunteers! We invite the community to help
us celebrate – visit our website at www.casa-
lane.org for more information.

Heather Murphy,
Director
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http://www.springfield-or.gov/events/
https://www.lanecounty.org/UserFiles/Servers/Server_3585797/File/Government/BCC/2019/2019_AGENDAS/073019agenda/07-30-31-19agenda.pdf
https://www.ltd.org/events-calendar/#69130


Board Meeting February 19 5:30 p.m.

School District 19 Board of Directors
640 A Street
Springfield, OR 97477
(541) 726-3201

February 10 – Business Meeting 7:00 p.m.
February 13 – Budget Committee Meeting 6:00 p.m.
February 24 - Board Work Session 4:00 p.m.

Springfield Utility Board
250 A Street
Springfield OR 97477
(541)746-8451

February 12: Board Meeting 6:00 p.m.

Willamalane Park and Recreation District
320 S. 32nd Street
Springfield, OR 97478
(541)736-4544

February 12: Board Meeting 6:00 p.m.

Lane Regional Air Protection Authority
1010 Main Street
Springfield, OR 97477
(541)735-1056

February13: Board Meeting 12:15 p.m.
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The 2020 session of the Legisla�ve Assembly will open on
February 4. City Club members got a preview of the “short
session” from three local legislators: Democrats Senator Lee
Beyer and Representa�ve John Lively, each represen�ng
Springfield Districts, and Republican Cedric Hayden, represen�ng
a district that includes southern Lane and parts of Douglas
County. Their consensus: low expecta�ons and modest goals,
with the prospect of a recurring controversy over climate
legisla�on.

Asked about what would success in the session look like, the
legislators agreed that making some budget adjustments,
including fixing some issues with the Corporate Ac�vity Tax “CAT”
enacted last session, dealing with the $1.2 billion judgment
awarded to coun�es in a lawsuit challenging state forest
management and then se�ng the stage for subjects to be
addressed in the 2021 session was about the best that could be
hoped for.

Legisla�ve leadership and the Governor agree that dealing with
climate issues, by looking at another version of the cap and trade
legisla�on that brought the legislature to its knees are high on
their agenda, but the panel agreed that that would be par�cularly
difficult, given there is no agreement among legislators on a
solu�on. As Representa�ve Lively put it: if a bill isn’t right at the
beginning of the session, it won’t make it out of the legislature.

By the Cons�tu�on, the session is limited to 35 days (with the
possibility of an extension of a very few days), and the legisla�ve
calendar requires that bills introduced get through their first
commi�ee within one week, an almost impossible task if there
are an amendments. In response to a ques�on, Representa�ve
Hayden supported the idea of doing away with the short session,
which he described as a mad dash to get nothing done.

The panel agreed that one issue that called out for work was
gaining ground on community mental health issues. They pointed
out that almost half of the people confined in state hospitals were
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More recently there had been discussion of, among other
things, a parking garage constructed from cross-laminated
timber.

Most recently a proposal has surfaced to construct an
indoor track facility, one that would apparently
complement the reconstructed Hayward Field and offer
to make “Track Town USA” the home for both world
class outdoor and indoor events.

On February 20, Mayor Christine Lundberg, Vonnie
Mikkelsen, President of the Springfield Area Chamber of
Commerce, Kari Westlund, President of Travel Lane
County, and Greg James, chair of the Willamalane Park
and Recreation District Board, will discuss the idea as it
begins to move into a community engagement process.
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https://www.springfield.k12.or.us/Page/93
http://www.subutil.com/about-sub/board-meeting-agenda/
https://www.willamalane.org/district_info/document_center.php#outer-8sub-89
https://www.lrapa.org/AgendaCenter/Board-of-Directors-2


sent there by the courts to determine if they were fit to stand trial for a crime. While it costs $1,400 a day to house
these people, they get li�le other than custodial care. Mental health professionals, and legislators, agree that the
services they need, services that would help them reconnect with their communi�es, are best delivered in a
community se�ng, not in the state system. The challenge is that not only is there inadequate funding for
community mental health programs, but there is widespread opposi�on any �me a proposal is made to site a
facility in a neighborhood.

Budgetary issues the session will focus on include adjustments to the CAT designed to address unintended impacts,
par�cularly on agriculture, as well as the $1.2 billion judgment awarded to coun�es. It is possible that the
legislature will sidestep that issue, since the judgment will be appealed and there are discussions underway on
some sort of se�lement. If the legislature does need to address the judgment, the panel pointed out the irony that
the only source of funds to pay the judgment would be other funds that typically go to the coun�es. They would
end up taking the money out of one pocket to put it in another.

The cap and trade proposal offered last year is what lead to walkout by Senate Republicans. Although there are
discussions on modifica�ons to that proposal, there appears to be no consensus yet. Could this lead to another
walkout, the panel was asked. While no one was willing to suggest that might happen, Rep. Hayden said that the
existence of a super majority in both houses le� the Republicans with few op�ons to oppose a program with which
they disagreed. He noted that the Republicans felt that Democrats weren’t interested in listening to them because
they had a super-majority. To some extent, Sen. Beyer agreed, no�ng that Democrats had walked out in 2001. “You
have to use the tools available to you,” he said.

Health care is another issue where par�san differences may stand in the way of ac�on. In recent years the
percentage of Oregonians who have access to insurance has declined by 3-4 percent from the 96 percent level.
While there is bi-par�san agreement that the goal is “universal healthcare,” they do not agree on the defini�on. On
one hand it could be viewed as a “Medicare for all” approach while other legislators, like representa�ve Hayden,
believe that while all Oregonians should have insurance access for healthcare, that it should be a mix of public and
private systems.
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Gardening in an urban environment has o�en presented a challenge.
Par�cularly in dense environments, there simply isn’t enough space.
Community Gardens have developed in the Springfield /Eugene area to
address that need. The need is par�cularly acute for immigrant families,
many of whom have a long history and cultural tradi�on of growing their
own food. Marissa Zarate, the Execu�ve Director of Huerto de la Familia,
described how her organiza�on is answering that need for immigrant
families, par�cularly La�no families.

The organiza�on began with one garden in the Whitaker neighborhood of
Eugene, and has now expanded to seven loca�ons, including one in
Springfield at Gamebird Park in conjunc�on with Willamalane Park and
Recrea�on District. The gardens are closed between December and April,
but the organiza�on now offers, in addi�on to plots to families, business
programming and educa�on, leadership training, food preserva�on and
networking opportuni�es.

The program complements the City of Eugene Community Garden
program, which sponsors several gardens in the City. Ms. Zarate said that the $100 fee for the Eugene Gardens is a
challenge par�cularly for immigrant families. Springfield does not have a city-sponsored garden program, although
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Ms. Zarate she does understand a community group is planning to open a garden near the Willamalane Splash!
Facility. Huerto de la Familia is now exploring a poten�al garden in Co�age Grove.

Each garden offers several 15x15 plots. The gardens are generally fenced and have a locked tool shed for tools
that may be used by all the gardeners. Water is available. Territorial Seeds donates large amounts of seed for the
gardeners and Down to Earth donates fer�lizer. Several farms in the area also donate starts for use in the garden.

The organiza�on is always on the lookout for addi�onal spaces to locate a garden, because there are wait lists for
each of the exis�ng gardens. They prefer to work with local agencies, because those agencies generally have the
facili�es and equipment to supply water and limited maintenance of the common areas of the gardens.

Perhaps lesser know is the breadth of the organiza�on’s offerings beyond garden plots. They offer a wide range
of training to help gardeners transi�on into addi�onal opportuni�es, things as far ranging as food businesses and
photography and including training and support to create and open businesses. They are now expanding to
create a wellness center. Although the focus is on Spanish speaking gardeners, they have par�cipants from all
over the world.

GARDENS CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3

City Club Board of Directors
President Kris�n Denmark kdenmark@thorp-purdy.com (541) 747-3354
President-Elect
Past President Merlyn Hough merlyn@lrapa.org (541) 736-1056
Treasurer Bob Fondren bobf@subu�l.com (541) 744-3610
Secretary Len Goodwin localci�zenor@gmail.com (541) 915-8956
Director Terry Beyer terrybeyer@comcast.net (541) 746-5889
Director Callie Barry Ellio� cellio�@columbiabank.com (541) 984-2270
Director Therese Lang therese@langpr.com (503) 913-9311
Director Nick Nelson nick@nicknelsonrealestate.com (541) 852-9394
Director Heather Murphy heatherm@casa-lane.org



Minutes
Board of Directors
Springfield City Club

December 3, 2019 – LRAPA offices

Present:

Kris�n Denmark Bob Fondren Len Goodwin Therese Lang
Heather Murphy Nick Nelson

Absent: Terry Beyer, Callie Barry Ellio�, Merlyn Hough
Guests: Joe Leahy

The mee�ng was called to order at 11:35 a.m.

On a mo�on by Bob, seconded by Nick, the minutes of the November Board mee�ng were approved unanimously, with the noted
change that Heather’s term on the Board will expire June 30, 2020.

Bob presented the Financial Report. He reported that about $1,500 in membership dues payments had been receiv3ed, but were
not deposited un�l December 1, and will show up on next months report. The Board agreed that a�er next month’s mee�ng
reminder no�ces should be sent to those who have not yet renewed. On a mo�on by Len, seconded by Heather, the Financial
Report was approved unanimously.

The Board noted that there remains one Board vacancy as well as a vacancy for President-elect. By consensus, it was agreed that
Nick will contact Mark Molina to confirm his interest.

Len reminded the Board that training on the HGI card reader will take place on December 5. HGI has asked that the training be
done before the mee�ng. Kris�n and Therese will be there. Bob will not, but we will train him later. We agreed that Kris�n could
ask members if they would be willing to volunteer for the task on a con�nuing basis in lieu of paying dues.

The board reviewed upcoming programs:
December 19 AOCC with Chris Cadwell. Bob will facilitate with Len as backup.
January 9 Legisla�ve Preview Terry facilitate. Therese at machine/ Bob as alternate

Len will ask LWV if They wish to cosponsor
Two rooms reserved

January 16 Community Gardens in Springfield Bob facilitate. Kris�n at machine
February 6 Murphy/Swanson on �mber Bob Facilitate. Kris�n at machine

Industry and community support
February 20 Glenwood Track facility Nick facilitate

Joe working on panel
May want two rooms

March 5 Michael Wargo, Willamalane Kris�n facilitate

Future ideas:
Women business in Springfield Kris�n will talk to Vonnie Mikkelsen on who might be good panelists.
Transit Tomorrow
There are likely to be ballot issues on the May primary we should discuss.

Kris�n reminded us that the strategic planning session will be held at Thorp, Purdy on February 11, from 11:30 to 1:30. Everyone
should bring lunch. Heather reported she needs to be at the capitol that day.

Therese will write a newsle�er ar�cle for the January newsle�er.

The statewide consor�um of city clubs will meet December 16 in Salem. Len will check with Merlyn to see if he is a�ending.

There being no further business, the mee�ng was adjourned at 12:25 p.m.

Respec�ully submi�ed,

Len Goodwin,
Secretary


