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UPCOMING PROGRAMS

BECAUSE OF GOVERNOR BROWN’S EXECUTIVE ORDER,
AND FOR THE SAFETY OF OUR MEMBERS AND THE PUBIC,
SPRINGFIELD CITY CLUB IS NOT HOLDING IN PERSON
MEETINGS AT THIS POINT. WE ARE CONTINUING TO
ATTEMPT TO SCHEDULE MEETINGS CONCERNING THE

UPCOMING PRIMARY ELECTION VIA ON LINE SERVICES AND
WILL EMAIL OUR MAILING LIST AS THOSE MEETING GET

SCHEDULED.

PUBLIC CALENDAR

All items are tentative and subject to change. For
current information, click on the agency name which

will redirect you to the appropriate web site.

City of Springfield Council
225 Fifth Street
Springfield, OR 97477
(541)726-3700

April 6, 2020
Work Session 6:00 p.m.

City mission, Vision, Values Check in
Regular Session 7:00 p.m.

April 13, 2020
Work Session 5:30 p.m.

Mission, Vision, Values Statement Development

April 20, 2020
Work Session 6:00 p.m .

CDBG Action Plan
TRT Update

Regular Session 7:00 p.m.
Comcast Franchise Extension ()1st Reading)
PH: Supplemental Budget 3
PH: Declaration of Surplus

Property
April 27, 2020
Work Session 5:30 p.m.

Mission, Vision, Values Check In

Lane County Board of Commissioners
125 Eighth Avenue
Eugene OR 97401
(541)682-4203

At present the Board of County Commissioners is meeting
virtually. Please click on this link for details on how to
view or participate in a meeting.

March 31, 2020 9:00 a.m.
COVID-19 Update

Keeping in Touch
We live in nearly unprecedented times. Not since 1918 has the
nation faced such an existential medical crisis. Thousands have
died, and more will die. Soon millions may be ill. Million of
our fellow Americans are being forced into poverty as jobs
disappear. Our production capacity deteriorates almost by the
moment.
We all hope and pray that the crisis will end soon, but its
timeline is completely uncertain. In this setting, what we have
always had to fall back on is each other. The company of
family and friends to share both the misery and the moments
of joy that exist. Now, it would seem, even that is being torn
away by the need for social distancing; to be separate one from
another.
In this part of the tragedy, we can perhaps learn from the
generation that is growing to adulthood now. Many of us have
railed against the teens who spend seemingly every moment
of their lives on their phones, texting, exchanging videos and
messages. We are a social people, a participatory people. In
many ways we are not content simply to be the audience as life
passes by. Phone calls are good, but they don’t provide a group
experience. Fortunately, the technology we decry when our
children are captivated by it may be a source of relief.
Two choices I have had to learn to use the hard way in the
past few days are Google Hangouts and Zoom. There are
others: Skype comes to mind. All these three are free. Go to
Meeting is a professional service that is also good, but not
free. I am sure anyone with a bent toward technology knows
more.
They aren’t good for everything (I recently failed miserably at
try to stream a church service using them, and I am still
struggling with how to present Springfield City Club programs
virtually). But one thing they can be good for – person to
person or group chats where you can see, hear and interact
with family and friends. You don’t need to do it only when you
need help; you should connect to maintain your social sanity. I
urge you to reach out.

Len Goodwin,
Secretary

Recovery A�er the Pandemic:

Last month, Governor Kate Brown issued an executive order,
forbidding Oregonians from leaving home unless absolutely
necessary. Necessary trips include visits to a doctor’s office, a
grocery store, gas stations or pharmacies. As of this writing,
the order has not been lifted and with the current situation, no
one knows when it might be safe to do so.

This order disproportionately affects restaurants, retail
establishments and public spaces, such as Willamalane’s Bob
Keefer Center. And because Springfield is a hub of new and
established business activity, this will affect many businesses
that are working toward profitability and success.

All businesses will suffer from this unavoidable health crisis,
but we, as a community, must try to support these businesses
and organizations through this difficult time and certainly
after.

http://www.springfield-or.gov/events/
https://www.lanecounty.org/UserFiles/Servers/Server_3585797/File/Government/BCC/2019/2019_AGENDAS/073019agenda/07-30-31-19agenda.pdf
https://www.lanecounty.org/cms/one.aspx?pageId=4082662


Emergency Funding for COVID-19 Response
Climate Change and Economic Development

(10:00 a.m. Time certain)
April 7, 2020 9:00 a.m.

Work session – redistricting process
Work session – local access roads

April 14, 2020 – NO MEETING
April 21, 2020 – 9:00 a.m.

PH FEMA Coast Floodplain Map revision

Lane Transit District
3500 E. 17th Avenue
Eugene, OR 97403
(541)687-5555

April 8, 2020 5:30 p.m.
Budget Committee

Board of Directors
April 15, 2020 4:00 p.m.
Work Session
April 15,2020 5:30 p.m.
Board Meeting

School District 19 Board of Directors
640 A Street
Springfield, OR 97477
(541) 726-3201

April 13, 2020 7:00 p.m.
Business Meeting

Springfield Utility Board
250 A Street
Springfield OR 97477
(541)746-8451
April 8, 2020, Board Meeting 6:00 p.m.
(By telephone, call for public access)
Willamalane Park and Recreation District
320 S. 32nd Street
Springfield, OR 97478
(541)736-4544
April 8, 2020, Board Meeting 6:00 p.m.
(By telephone, call for public access)

Lane Regional Air Protection Authority
1010 Main Street
Springfield, OR 97477
(541)735-1056

April 9 2020 12:15 p.m. (Zoom)

RECENT PROGRAMS

March 5 – Willamalane Park and Recreation District

Note: This program was presented before restrictions
on public activity were announced for Oregonians.

Willamalane Park and Recreation District, the oldest
park and recreation district in the state, covers an area
slightly larger than the City of Springfield, including
most areas inside the City’s urban growth boundary,
and some small areas beyond.

Michael Wargo, the District’s Superintendent, and
Kenney Weigandt, Program Manager, Community
Engagement, discussed the District’s programs and
services at the March 5 Springfield City Club meeting.

When the district was formed in
1944, the City had 3800 residents,
Mr. Wargo said. Now its 46 parks
and open spaces serve over
62.000 residents of the area. The
district still has its goal of having
a park within a 10-minute walk of
every resident of the district.

The Bob Keefer Sports Center and
adjacent Les Schwab soccer fields are
the largest of the District’s four
facilities, which include both the
Splash! center and a pool in the
Mohawk area, as well as the Senior
Center located near Island Park. The
District also manages the Camp Putt
miniature golf course in
collaboration with Roaring Rapids
Pizza. The Keefer Center, in addition
to offering a variety of sports activities, also hosts large
scale events – recently a home show and in the past few
days a three-day gymnastic event. In response to a
question, Mr. Wargo said that the need to balance public
access with sponsorship of large-scale events means that
there is no more room to sponsor additional large-scale
events. That is one of the factors the District is weighing
in connection with a request from the Springfield
Development Corporation to consider involvement in
the proposed indoor track facility to be located
somewhere in Springfield. The Board of Directors is
considering that request, he said, but has not made a
decision.

He pointed to extensive collaboration with the community in providing recreational programs. One
highlight is the OnePass program, which offers youth the opportunity to purchase a pass which includes
unlimited free travel on the LTD system as well as admissions on a daily basis to recreational
opportunities at 18 sites in Eugene and Springfield, and was planned to include admission to selected
events at the 2020 Olympic trials. OnePasses are available at the LTD downtown station as well as at all
Willamalane facilities. In addition, a partnership with Peace Health allows every 4th grader in the
Springfield School District a free swimming lesson, and every child that participants in the Springfield
Library readers club gets passes to use Splash! in Thurston.

https://www.ltd.org/events-calendar/#69130
https://www.ltd.org/events-calendar/#69130
https://www.ltd.org/events-calendar/#69130
https://www.springfield.k12.or.us/Page/93
http://www.subutil.com/about-sub/board-meeting-agenda/
http://www.subutil.com/about-sub/board-meeting-agenda/
http://www.subutil.com/about-sub/board-meeting-agenda/
https://www.willamalane.org/district_info/document_center.php#outer-8sub-89
https://www.willamalane.org/district_info/document_center.php#outer-8sub-89
https://www.lrapa.org/AgendaCenter/Board-of-Directors-2


Mr. Wargo reported that the District has completed the
projects that were proposed to be funded by a bond
approved by the voters in 2012. In addition, he said, the
District has managed its resources so that it can reinvest in
existing facilities without seeking additional bonding
approval at this time. The district continues to rely on a large
number of volunteer hours, as well as 74 full time employees
and over 500 part-time staff during the busy season.

Minutes
Board of Directors
Springfield City Club

March 3, 2020 – LRAPA offices
Present:
Kris�n Denmark Bob Fondren Len Goodwin Terry Beyer
Merlyn Hough Therese Lang Heather Murphy Nick Nelson
Callie Ellio�

Absent:

Guests: Mark Molina, Joe Leahy

The mee�ng was called to order at 11:32 a.m
.
On a mo�on by Bob, seconded by Nick, the minutes of the previous mee�ng were approved as
presented

Bob reviewed the treasurer’s report. He reported that the charge for bookkeeping had gone up and he
will check on why. Callie and Heather reported they need invoices to support paying dues. Len said he
would handle hat. On a mo�on by Len, seconded by Callie the report was approved as presented.
The Board reviewed membership and board assignments to contact renewing members. We have
reached out to Trillium, Wayfair, and Planned Parenthood of Southwest Oregon to encourage them to
join.

Heather said she would be willing to serve as President-Elect. The Board appointed her by unanimous
consent.

Mark Molina said he was willing to serve on the Board. He was appointed by unanimous consent
Kris�n reviewed suggested changes in the bylaws. The consensus of the Board was to increase the
number of at large directors to eight. Kris�n will have a dra� prepared and hopes to present it at the
next mee�ng.

The Board appointed a nomina�ng commi�ee to include Joe Leahy, Merlyn Hough, Callie Ellio� and Nick
Nelson. Len will send out a schedule of the current Board members and their terms. Because changes to
the cons�tu�on are involved, and those require a vote of the membership, we will, plan to make any
changes available so they may be voted on at the first mee�ng in June.

The Board generally discussed the program on the Springfield track, no�ng there may have been some
confusion created over the extent to which Willamalane is officially involved. Kris�n will alert Michael



Wargo so he might address that issue on March 5. Kenny Weigandt will also help with that presenta�on.
The Board agreed it would be important to keep on top of the developing situa�on about the COVID-19
virus, and be able to respond to changing condi�ons. Len reported he would be mee�ng with
representa�ves of City Club of Eugene, the League of Women Voters and KLCC on Wednesday (March
11) to finalize plans for the several elec�on related programs coming up. He also offered to a�end the
consor�um of city clubs mee�ng on March 16.

Future programs were briefly discussed. Heather will talk to a local FBI agent involved in tracking sex
trafficking for a May 21 program, and Len will talk to the City about bringing the new City Manager on
May
7. Joe will explore scheduling a program on an upcoming Jus�ce Center bond issue for June or July
There agreed to dra� an ar�cle for the April newsle�er.

There being no further business, the mee�ng was adjourned at 12:40 p.m.

Respec�ully submi�ed,

Len Goodwin,
Secretary

City Club Board of Directors
President Kris�n Denmark kdenmark@thorp-purdy.com (541) 747-3354
President-Elect Heather Murphy heatherm@casa-lane.org
Past President Merlyn Hough merlyn@lrapa.org (541) 736-1056
Treasurer Bob Fondren bobf@subu�l.com (541) 744-3610
Secretary Len Goodwin localci�zenor@gmail.com (541) 915-8956
Director Terry Beyer terrybeyer@comcast.net (541) 746-5889
Director Callie Barry Ellio� cellio�@columbiabank.com (541) 984-2270
Director Therese Lang therese@langpr.com (503) 913-9311
Director Nick Nelson nick@nicknelsonrealestate.com (541) 852-9394
Director Mark Molina mark@molinalawgroup.net
Director

What can the community do to support these businesses? Find out if they’re offering their products or services during this
unconventional time. If so, continue to try to support them. For instance, purchase your groceries at the new Main Street
Market or get a fill up at one of the many independent gas stations in the city. You could buy a gift card/certificate from
these businesses for use when they are open again (Washburne Café is offering such gift cards) or buy products from them
online if the business has a website. Or just send them an encouraging note or email. Let them know you’re thinking of
them and that you will do what you can to support them through this difficult time.

And once the order is lifted, patronize these businesses as much as possible and encourage your friends and family to do so,
too. You can also promote their businesses on your own webpages or on Facebook, putting their name out there for all of
your friends and family to see.

This is going to be a hard couple of months for all of us, but our wonderful Springfield businesses need our support now
more than ever. Let them know we care by doing what we can and for now, please practice social distancing and safe health
practices like washing your hands and staying home. With community support and cooperation, we will recover together
and thrive.

Therese Lang,
Director


